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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

PRESS RELEASE

(For immediate release)
7th September 2023

2ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE AFRICA – CARICOM DAY
Kenya is pleased to join the rest of the African and CARICOM Member States in commemorating the Second Anniversary of the Africa CARICOM day celebrated on 7th September annually.  
History was made on Tuesday 7th September 2021, when Kenya virtually hosted the first ever African – Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Summit. The theme of the Summit was the Unity Across Continents and Oceans: Opportunities for Deepening Integration. It was aimed at promoting closer collaboration between Africa Diaspora, People of African descent and the Caribbean and Pacific region and its institutions. 
It brought together Heads of State and Government of the African Union and the Caribbean Community Member States, as well as Chair of the African Union Commission, Chairs of Africa Regional Economic Communities (RECs), the CARICOM Troika, the CARICOM Secretariat, the Secretary General of the Organization of the African Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), and the President of Caribbean Development Bank.
The summit was held following the outcome of the 33rd Session (2020) of the African Union which affirmed the strong cultural and historical linkages between the people of Africa and Africa Diaspora and all people of African descent. The session committed to strengthen these linkages and adopted a declaration on Promoting closer collaboration between People of African Decent in the Caribbean and Pacific Regions. The 2020 CARICOM Summit of Heads of State and Government also recognized the increasing contact between its Member States and African Countries.
Key outcomes of the Africa - CARICOM Summit included among others, an integrated greater economic trade and investment commitment between Africa and the Caribbean; and solidarity actions to address global challenges including COVID 19 pandemic and climate change and called for institutionalisation of co-operation between the CARICOM Secretariat and the African Union Commission.
The summit was held nearly Five hundred years after the commencement of the displacement of enslaved Africans to the Caribbean and Seventy-six years after the seminal 5th Pan-African Congress that was held in Manchester, England in 1945, and that brought together the political activists of Africa and the Caribbean to conceive plans to bring about the decolonization of these two regions.
The Summit took place Fifty-eight years since the 1963 establishment of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), Fifty-three years after the founding of Caribbean Free Trade Organization (CARIFTA) and Forty-eight years after the 
establishment of CARICOM.

Kenya is committed to promote Pan – Africanism in promoting African solutions to global problems particularly in Climate Change, Peace and Security among others. There is urgent need for the institutionalization of co-operation between the CARICOM secretariat and the African Union Commission.
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